Two Hippos become Hill College Rebels

Two more Hutto Lady Hippo athletes joined the collegiate ranks on May 6. Senior captains Jordan Hemker and Shelby Debord inked their papers to become the first girls’ basketball players this year to sign to official letters of intent to attend college and play women’s basketball in the collegiate ranks. They both signed to play at Hill College, located in Hillsboro, Texas. 
These players were part of a determined Lady Hippos squad who won the first playoff game in seven years. After defeating the Crockett Cougars in the first round of this year’s UIL playoffs they faced eventual state semi-finalist Cibolo-Steele before exiting the playoffs and finishing 20-16, ranked 24th overall in the TGCA State Rankings poll at the 4A level. 

Head Coach Norma Sierra said of her players’ accomplishments and future,”Jordan and Shelby are the type of players who we have built the foundation of Lady Hippo basketball. We will miss them. I know they will do well and we all wish them the best as they move on to the next level.”
The seniors were also joined by their future head coach, Aaron Kallhoff who attended the signing at the Kile West Memorial Field House. Kallhoff said, “We are excited about bringing in these two players to Hill College because of their skill level, their passion for the game and because they have great character. The turnout today proves that these young ladies have had great support from parents, coaches and friends. Hutto can be proud of what Jordan and Shelby have accomplished here as we look to build upon that success at Hill College. I know we can have an even bigger signing in two years as these two players have what it takes to go even higher.“
Debord said of the event “I can’t wait to get to Hill and start. I am looking forward to a great year continue playing with Jordan and my friend Jasmine White who is already a Lady Rebel.”

Hemker commented “I have always wanted to play college basketball. I am really excited and I am ready to start now. It should be a lot of fun competing against some tough competition. I am looking forward to meeting my new teammates and get to continue playing with Shelby.”
The Hill College Lady Rebel Basketball team competes in the North Texas Junior College Athletic Conference consisting of Temple College, Weatherford College, Ranger College, Southwest Christian College, McLennan Community College, Collin County Community College, Cisco Junior College, Grayson College, and Hill College. Our conference and the West Texas Conference comprise NJCAA Region V. All home games are played in the Bob Bullock Sports Complex on the Hill College Campus. 
Girls Athletic Coordinator Janiece Nelson said, “I can remember watching these girls for a long time, since they were just this tall. (Indicating how tall with her hand to the ground). They have been active in our school and athletic programs and always dedicated to basketball. They have represented Hutto in a great way and look for that to continue.”

Several teammates, classmates and friends attended the ceremony. The Debord family members present included parents Nathan and Tia Debord and sister Tamia Debord. Parents Mike and Kendra Hemker and Jordan’s sister Devin Hemker were also in attendance. 

Jordan Hemker has been a member of the varsity squad since her sophomore season and was called up during her freshman year from the JV squad. As a two year varsity captain she was named to the District 25-4A 1st Team All-District Team for both her junior and senior seasons. She was the winner of the “110% Award” by the Hutto coaches her junior year. Hemker also represented Hutto in the 2010 Dennis Johnson Girls High School All-Star Classic on the North All-Star squad. Jordan was the team’s overall leader during the 2009-10 season in scoring with 418 total points and rebounds with 279 (85 offensive). She shot 149/416 for an overall shooting percentage was 35.8%; 3PT% was 25.2%; FT% was 58.7% (81/138); 47 Assists; 71 Steals, 6 Blocks. Jordan has played organized basketball since age seven with recreational teams and with Hutto Lady Hoops club team. The team committed to playing together last summer to prepare for the 2009-10 season. Jordan has been a member of the Austin Lady Magic Girls Basketball Club since 2007 as a player and currently is an assistant coach for the club’s 3rd/4th grade girls’ team and the 5th/6th grade girls’ team.
Shelby Debord is a two year varsity player who has been named to the Academic All District team both her junior and senior seasons. She was a District 25-4A All-District Honorable Mention player her junior year and a 2nd Team All-District player this past season. The team voted Debord the team’s MVP this year as she led the team in scoring during district play with 118 points (333 total points). She also tallied 130/337 for an overall shooting percentage of 38.6%; 3PT% was 28.4%; FT% was 60.3% (44/73); 132 Total Rebounds (28 Offensive); 65 Assists; 84 Steals, 15 Blocks. Shelby played other select basketball teams prior to joining the Austin Lady Magic Girls Basketball Club in 2009 and also played with her Hutto teammates last summer. 
